
The first half of this lecture will reflect on the field of Sufism in the
global west, considering the current state of the field as it intersects
with the studies of western esotericism, sociology of religion, popular
and Islamic spirituality, and Islamic diaspora and mysticism. To do so
case studies of Sufism in the global north will be considered, namely
of the Bawa Muhaiyaddeen Fellowship, a transnational movement
between North America and Sri Lanka, and the popularization of
Jalaluddin Rumi in Canada. These case studies will showcase how
ethnographic studies can capture the capacious possibility of Sufism
as a category. The second half of the lecture will shift to introduce the
case of Sufism in contemporary post-war Sri Lanka. The context of the
Indian Ocean world of Islam and Sufi saints and their shrines provide
even more generative vocabulary and context for studying Sufism. 
The island of Sri Lanka is especially rich with cosmological narratives of
timeless prophets, such as the prophet Khidr, and tombs to 40 feet
long saints, and devotion to women saints, all of which continue to
define piety and faith for Muslims and non-Muslims, while offering
other worldviews and futures for a minoritized community. Overall,
then, this talk captures the lived realities of Sufism from a global
context and maps the ebbs and flows of its categorical possibilities
and limitations.
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